Please Keep for Future Reference-- This information gives you as a dairy producer
the right to sign a petition!

Here is why and how the dairy check off was created.

Dairy Production Stabilization Act of 1983
(7 U.S.C. 4501-4514)

Sec. 4501. Congressional Findings and Declaration of Policy.
(a) Findings. - Congress finds that -

(1) dairy products are basic foods that are a valuable part of the human
diet:;

(2) the production of dairy products plays a significant role in the Nation's
economy the milk from which dairy products are manufactured is
produced by thousands of milk producers, and dairy products are
consumed by millions of people throughout the United States;

(3) dairy products must be readily available and marketed efficiently to
ensure that the people of the United States receive adequate nourishment;

(4) the maintenance and expansion of existing markets for dairy products
are vital to the welfare of milk producers and those concerned with
marketing, using, and producing dairy products, as well as to the general
economy of the Nation: and

(5) dairy products move in interstate and foreign commerce, and dairy
products that do not move in such channels of commerce directly burden
or affect interstate commerce of dairy products.

(b) Policy. - Tt. therefore, is declared to be the policy of Congress that it is in the
public interest to authorize the establishment. through the exercise of the powers
provided herein, of an orderly procedure for financing (through assessments on all
milk produced in the United States for commercial use and on imported dairy
products) and carrying out a coordinated program of promotion designed to
strengthen the dairy industry’s position in the marketplace and to maintain and
expand domestic and foreign markets and uses for fluid milk and dairy products.
Nothing in this subchapter may be construed to provide for the control of
production or otherwise limit the right of individual milk producers to produce
milk or the right of any person to import dairy products.



Section 4503 provides for:

(¢) Amendment of orders - The Secretary may. from time to time, amend a dairy
products promotion and research order.

Individual voting procedures for members of a cooperative:

Sec. 4508. Cooperative association representation

Whenever, under the provisions of this subchapter, the Secretary is required to determine
the approval or disapproval of producers. the Secretary shall consider the approval or
disapproval by any cooperative association of producers. engaged in a bona fide manner
in marketing milk or the products thereof. as the approval or disapproval of the producers
who are members of or under contract with such cooperative association of producers. If
a cooperative association of producers elects to vote on behalf of its members. such
cooperative association shall provide each producer, on whose behalf the cooperative
association is expressing approval or disapproval. a description of the question presented
in the referendum together with a statement of the manner in which the cooperative
association intends to cast its vote on behalf of the membership. Such information shall
inform the producer of procedures to follow to cast an individual ballot should the
producer so choose within the period of time established by the Secretary for casting
ballots. Such notification shall be made at least thirty days prior to the referendum and
shall include an official ballot. The ballots shall be tabulated by the Secretary and the
vote of the cooperative association shall be adjusted to reflect such individual votes.

Referendum for termination of program under Section 4507:

(b) Referendum

After September 30, 1985, the Secretary may conduct a referendum at any time,
and shall hold a referendum on request of a representative group comprising 10
per centum or more of the number of producers and importers subject to the order.
to determine whether the producers and importers favor the termination or
suspension of the order. The Secretary shall suspend or terminate collection of
assessments under the order within six months after the Secretary determines that
suspension or termination of the order is favored by a majority of the producers
voting in the referendum who. during a representative period (as determined by
the Secretary), have been engaged in the production of milk for commercial use
and importers voting in the referendum (who have been engaged in the
importation of dairy products during the same representative period. as
determined by the Secretary) and shall terminate the order in an orderly manner as
soon as practicable after such determination.



